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 Jonn xv. 14. 


Ve are my friends, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you. 


A WTR H E words area conditi- 
-; D onal aſſertion of Chrift's 
Wd 2, concerning his Apoſtles, 
2 {2 and in them all Chrifti- 
= ZANS ns : and they do calily 
divide themſelves into 


two parts. The 
Fir#t isa poſitive part, wherein there 
isa ſtate of great and Bleſſed adyantage, 


| which they are declared to. be in preſent 


poſſeſſion of: ia thele words, Ie are my| 
friends. 

In which there are twothings that make 
up that advantage, 1. arelation, 2. the 
perſon related to. Friends, and My friends. 
The 

Second is a Conditional part, wherein 
there are the terms, upon which that pol- 


ſefhion 


4 a. A. 


mo 


(2) 


ſeſſion is made over, and which preſerve 
the Right and Title to them: in theſe 
words, If ye do whatſoever I command you : 
in which there are twothings required as 
Conditions. 
I. Obedience, If ye do what IT com- 
mand you. 


Il. Thar Obedience Univerſal , If 


e do whatſoever I command you. 

The firſt ching that offers itſelf co our 
conſideration, is the Relation, Friends 

Ic is a known commonplace truth, 
that a Friend 1s the molt uſeful thing that 
is in whatſoever ſtate we are: it is the Soul 
of life, and of content. If ibe in pro- 
(perity. : We know abundance not in- 
joy'd, is but like Jewells in the Cabinet, uſe- 
| leſs while they are there: ic is indeed no- 
thing/bur the opinion of proſperity. Bur tis 
not poſſible to enjoy abundance otherwiſe 
then by Communicating it : a man poſSeſseth 


pienty onely inhis friends, and hath fruition 


of it meerly by beftowing it. If. I bein 
adverſity ; to have a perlon whom I may 
intruſt a trouble to, whole boſom is as 
open, and as faithful ro me, as tis to his 


own 
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own thoughts, to which 1 may commit a 
[welling lecret; this is in a good mea- 
ſure ro wnlade, and to poure out my ſorrow 
from me; thus | divide my greivances , 

which would be in{upporcablie, if 1 did 
not disburthen my ſelt of ſome part of 
them : now there is no boſom lo ſafe as 
that where friendſhip lodges : take Gods 0s 
pinion in the caſe, Deut. xiii. 6. Tf thy bro- 
ther the ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon, or thy 
daughter, or the wife of thy boſome,or thy friend 
that is as thine own ſoul. This 1s the higheſt 
ttep in the Gradaction. Andrhereas all 
the realon in the world: for though Parent, 
and ( hilde, are as neer one to other as any 
thing can be to part of it ſelf; Husband 
and Wife are but two different names of 
the lame one, yet theſe may become bit- 
ter and unkind: a Parent may grow croſs, 

or a Childe refraftory, a Mother may. be 
like the Oftrich in the Wilderneſs, throw 
off her bowel with her barthen ; and an 
ungracious Son is conftaut pangs and tra- 
vail to his Mother, his whole life gives her 
after-throws which are moſt deadly * Dil- 
likes alſo may reſt within the Marriage 


B 2 bed, 


——  — 


1 
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bed, and lay. their heads upon two wed- 
ded Pillow's 3 but noneof theſe unkind- 
nefſes can untie the relation; that ends not 
where the bitterneſs begins, he is a Parent 
{till chough froward, and a Childe though 
ſtubborn; bura true friend can be nothing 
but kind : it does include a deerneſs in its 
eſſence, which is lo inſeparable from it, 
that they begin and end together: a man 
may be an Hasband without loving, but 
cannot be a lower, that is a friend, with- 
out loving. | 

Andiureto have no one friend in this 
life, noone that is concerned in any of 
my intereſts or me my ſelf, none that 
hath any cares or ſo much as good wiſhes 
for me, is a ſtate of amoſt uncomforta- 
ble proſpect. The Plagne that keeps 
friends at a diſtance from me while I live, 
out of the ſphere of my infection, and af- 


ter gives me death, hath yet leſs of Malig- 


nity then this that leaves me the com. 
paſſions, the Prayers, all the ſolitary 
comforts, all indeed but the outward 
entertainments of my friends: that, 


though ic ſhut the Door againſt all com-_ 


panyz 
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.| Hell Fires 3 none yet that will ſtretch our 
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pany, yet, puts a Lord have Mercy.on. the. 
Doore: Burt this I now deſcribed hath 
none of that, hath no good wiſhes, no- 
thing elſe but hate, 15 worſe then a perpery- 
al Piſtelence. 

Yet neither 1s this Stateſo comfortlels, 
in reſpect of this life, as not ro have a 
friend in the concernments of the Life to 
come : none that hath ſo much kindnels 
for my Soul as every man hath for his E- 
nemies beaſt, which if he ſee falnina | 
Ditch he willat leaſt give notice that it 
may be helpt out thence : No one, that 
when a Sin, like to that Falling Sickneſs in 
the Goſpel (and it is ſuch indeed with- 
out a Parable) is caſting me into the Water, 
quenching my parts, my reaſon, and the 
Immortal iparke within me, or throwing 
me into the Fire, raifting Laſcivious hearts 
within, which after will break out into 


his hand to catch me, or to pull me out: 
Nonethat does care to lee me Periſh to e- | 
ternity, or that values my Soul, which 
yet did coſt the blood of Go, at a words 
ſpeaking : This is toe be like Dives in the 

B 3 Flames, 
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(a) Like xvi. 
24 25. 


(6). 
Flames, to whom they would not lend 
the help of the © tip of a finger, or give the 
kindncis of a drop of Water : Iam as it 
were on the other fide the Gulfe already, 
Here is the uſe of friendſhip, the onely 


— 


{noble one, that's worthy of that bleſled 


quality : when | haye one that will be 
an aſsiſtant Conſcience to me, who, when 
| that within me ſleeps, or 15 benummed,will 
| watch over my actions, will reſtifie them 
' ro my Face, will beas faithful ro ine as the 
| Conſcience ſhould be, hold a Glaſsro my 
- Soul, ſhew me the ſtaines, and the proud 


cane Er ———_—_— 


' tumours, the foule Ulcers that are there, 


| and then will fret, and rub,or prick, lance, 
| and corrode, to cure thoſe tumours, and 
| do off thoſe ſpots, fluchan one is a familiar 
| 4ngel-Guardian, is truely of that bleſſed 

heavenly ranke,and onely leſſe then the 


friend in the Text, the perſon related to, and | 


my next part. 

My Friends. Thereare three things from 
which men uſeto take the meaſures of a 
friend. 

Fir, From the good things he beſtows 
on them 3 He that thinks to keep friend- 


ſhip 


NSC. 


| | &T) 


| ſhip alive onely with air, that gives good 
. words, but parts with nothing, that en- 
rertains onely with garbs, and civilities, | . 
is but the pageant n a friend : They that ; 
own haying but one ſoul, and ſeem toclaſp 
as if they would have but one body too,can- 
not keep ſuch diſtin and ſeparate proprie- 
ties in other little things, as not to haye 
communication one from the other. And, 
Secondly, The friendſhip of theſe benefirs 
F | is rated by the meaſures of our need of 
them. When Midas was ready tody for 
Ti hunger, bis God was kinder to him'in a 
little bread, then in making all thar. he 
touche turn into gold : greatthings engage 
but little where there is bur lictle uſe of 
them: and all theſe, | 
Thirdly, Are endeered by the Afeftion 
they aregiven with. Good turns done 
with deſign, what need ſoeyer I have of 
them, are hire, and not friendſhip; ir is 
the kindneſs onely that obligeth, the gift 
without the love does but upbraid and 

{corn my want. 
Now to meaſure the friend here in the 
Text, by theſe, werean impoſſible under- 
taking, 
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(8) 
| taking, whole friendſhip did exceed all 
bounds and meaſures. I ſhall do no more 
- [towards it, butread the words before my 
© |rext, which were the occaſion of it,Greater 
love hath no man then this, that a man lay down | ©. 
his life for his friends, and then it follows, 
J&e are my friends. T he token therefore of his 
friendſhip, the guift he gave them was his 
f | | life, rather that was the leaſt he gave: He 
| | gave his glory firſt, that ſo he might be 
qualified to give his life : for tavriy axia(s 
Phil. ii. 7. He leſſened himſelf from the con- 
dition of being Lord of all, into that of 
aſeryant, jaarlow®3r, Heb. ii. g. being 
diminiſhed made lower,meaner then his crea- : 
tures for the ſuffering of death. Now with 2 
} the price of fuch divineeſlential glory to if 
| buy onely a life, rather onely a poſlibility 3 
| of death, thatafter he might give thar life 
for us, and with his death purchaſe us an 
immortal life, is ſuch a gift as no R«- 
| mance of friendſhip ever fancied or did 
| aimat: we may have heard of two com- 
panions that would dy for one another , 
chat never quarelld in their lives, bur for 
this, who ſhould (uffer firſt to fave the 0- 
ther, 


| 


(9) 


ther, and ſtrave onely for Execution : | 
But for a perſon of the Trinity to leave his 
heaven to come down to us; to dwell 
with agonies that he mightbeatone with 
us 3 and betyed to the croſs, that he might 
be united to us; this is a friendſhip face 
for Ecſtaſies of apprebenſuon. Of all the 
things that court thy kindneſs here be- 
low, that ſpread ſnares, and lay baits for 
thy friendſhip, if any bid lo fair, fo tem- 
ptingly, if any will give ſucha price, in 
God's name let it have thy love, I ſhall 
not blame him that engageth his affecti- 
on there : Burt ſure Heaven cannot give 
a greater gifr then chis3 for what can 
God give greater then himſelf? Yea 1 may 
ſay God could not give ſo much, for he 


| muſt be mar too, to give his life, and this , 


ſaith he, he gave for his friends, even in our 
ſtead, who muſt have periſh'd elſe eternal- 
ly, which intimates the ſecond thing, the 
need we had of this. 

A need great as the gift, neceflicy in- 
vincible, that could break into heaven, r1- 
fle the Trinity, to ſerve its ſelf, throw 


death into thoſe regions of immortality , 
C and 


(10) 


C————— 


| have deſerved xothing but damnation. 


and which would not be fatisfied bur 
with the bloud of God. 


And now is nor the kindneſs, and the 
condeſcenſion of friendſhip in his expre- | 
ſſions too, when he ſaith, greater love then | 
this bath no man ? which was the thirden- 
dearement. 

| There neyer were ſuch wonnds of loves. 
as thoſe that tore this heart : never {ach 
meltings of affetion as diflolved this 
lover into ſweates of bloud. . There was no 
motive to all this, but his meere love: for 
all this he deſigned to us before we were, 
and theretore {ure before we were deſerving, 
and Q our God !thou that from all cterni- 
ty did{t lay contrivances to give thy life 
for us, ſoto redeem, and then to glorifie 


us, What were we then that thou ſhouldſt 
do this for us ? what were we then when 
we werenot? and yet that thou from the 


abyſs of everlaſtingneſs, ſhouldſt think 
thoughts of ſuch kindneſs to us, and ſuch 


blefledneſs for us, who then were not,and 
deſerved nothing; and who fince we were, 


And as'there was noother motiye to all 


this 
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| chis deſign but love, ſo neither was there 
| any thing bur love in the fulfilling. Look 


on your Saviour in the garden, and upon 
Mount Calvary, and you ſhall find him 
there in as great agonics of affettion as tor- 
ment, and hanging down his head upon 
the Crols with languiſhmeats of kindneſs, 
more then weakneſs, His arms ſtretched 
out and Rack, as if on purpole to the 
poſture of receiving you to his embraces; and 
his de opened not onely to ſhed Blood for 
you, but ro make you a paſSage to his very 


Fleart. Look on him offering - up his | 


Tears, his Prayers, and his Soul for Sin, 
and in the midlt of all,proje&ting happy- 
nels to you, as it were praying, O my Fa- 
ther, here { charge my lelf with all the 
ouilt of thoſe my Gln, | thy onely Son 
God, one with thee, am content to ſuffer 
Forments thart they all may be acquitted, 
Here lay down my Life thar _ may 


have eternal Life, ler me be Crucified, ſo. 


they be Glorified. Which was the pur- 
chaſe and the gift of this his Paſſion to all 


- his friends, even to thoſe that do what be 


commands ;which1s the firſt condition that 
2 Enti- 
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| 


entitles to his friendſhip,and my next patt- 
Te are my friends if ye do what Icommand you. 

| ſhall nor urge, that Great men upon 
earth will not takeany totheir Friendſhip 
bur upon theſe termes; nor will I plead 
the reaſonablenels of this in Chriſt, there 
being no cauſe why he ſhould be a friend 
co any that will daily diſoblige him and 
diſhonour him : nor will I pres the whole 
Occonomy of Scripture, which ſays, all the 
advantages Chriſt ever gave or meant us, 
and all the Acts of friendſhip that he 
eyerdid for us were with this defign. He 
gave his grace that brings ſal-vation to ſave 
us into an eſtare of ſober virtne. Tre. 11. v. 
11* 12, he gave himſelf alſo to Ranſom us 
trom our own evil doings, and to redeem 
us into his obedience. Tit. 11. V. 14. 
without which no dependance on him 
will availe. Mat. vii. 21. He will own 


[no acquaintance with, nor ſervices from 
chem who haye friend{bip with fin : 
though they have caſt out Devils in his name, 
it they retaia their vices; though they ds 
miracles ,if they do wickedly,he wit bid them 
depart ,profels be never knew them,v. 22. 23. 
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He will nor let ſuch haye a bare rela- 
tion to his Name, nor have the friendſhip 
of a title. 2 Tim. 11. 19: All his rewards 
alfo that he will give are promiled to 
none other, but them that do what he com- 
mands, Apocal. Xxii. 14. that is, do Evan- 
eelically, hearti'y and faithfully endeavour it, 
and do this with all diligence expreſt by 
words, that import all ftrike imaginable, 
as rtmning, wreſtling, fighting, warring. And 
perſevere allo by patient continuance in well 
doing, Rom. 11. 7. and he hath nothing 
elle but vengeance for all others. 2 Thef. 1. 
8. and we have neither Chrift, nor Goſpel, 
nor Religion, but with theſe rerms. 

- But 1 thall wave all this, and bound 
my ſelf within the preſent words, Greater 
love hath no man then this, that a man lay 
down his life for bis friend. Ye are my friends 
if ye do what I command you. When 
Chri$t is boaſting ot his love, making compa- 
riſons , and ying friendſhips with man- 
kind, nay more, contriving heights and 
depths of mercy, ſuch as man hath no com- 
prehenſton, nor Fathom for 3 when he 
was preparing to do an act of compaſhi- 

3 | on 
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V. 19, 


| world : but 1'will givenolove to any, harve no | 


(14) | 
on almoſt equal to his Divinity, when he 
had reſolutions of ſo much kindneſs as | 
to give his lifechat he might ſhew kind-; 
neſs. - Yet could he nor then find in his] 
heart to offer or declare one jot of kind. 
neſs to the men -that will not do what be com-. 
mands, but inthe midſt of ſuch agontes of | 
compaſsi0n,he thought of nothing but infi- 
nite indignation and eternal vengeance to the 
diſobedient. Thave but now given my body 
and my bleod erven to the Traitour ® Judas | 
to one whois a ©®) Devil: Tam going to give | 
my life even for my © enemies , for the ® | 


| friendſhip with any, but the virtuous : no, 
though they be my own Diſciples, ye are my 


friends, ye my companions and ApoſiHes are 
my friends, onely on this condition, if ye 
do what 1 command you. 


And then is it not matter of Aſtoniſh- 
ment, to ſee men fancy they havea right 
in all Chriſt's actions and ſufferings, pre- 
ſume upon his favour and their own 
happy condition, though they do nothing, 
or but very little towards this, and the 
maine of their life be diſobedience, as if 


all 
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| onely do catch fire and fall and dy . ſhew 


(15) 


all Chriſf's commands, appointed them to 
dono commands, and Chriſtianity were but a 
liberty from virtae. To pals by thoſe 
thar do nothing butevil, that which the 
Devil does ſuggeſt, or their fleſh dictate, 
and to cenfſ1der the demurer fort of Chyi- | 


ſtians, chat pretend a reſpect to Chrift, and 


tro Religion, and fee what they will: 
doe. | | 
Why ſometimes you may find them ' 


| troubled at their Vices , and themſelves; 
and thoſe troubles breath out in Sighs J 
and in Warme-wiſhes that they could do! 


that which Chrift preſcribes: to will is 
ſomerimes ſtrongly preſent with them, 
but to performe they know not how. © A-. 
las Chrift does not tell you that you are 


| his friends if you wiſh well to him, and bu | 


commands, but he requires that you ſhall 


' dothem, Theſe are but vapours of a trou- 
bled ſou], which howlſloever they may 


chance ne warm, catch a ſtrong ſuddain 
hear, breath upin flaſhing thoughts. They 
are but meteors, lictle ſhooting flames chat 


fair, but they warme nothing : and ſo 
| thele 


| 
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theſe thoughts do never heat the hea rt into 
devotions and holy reſolutions , the fire is 
not ſtrong, nor does it]ive enough, ro | 
melt and worke away the filchynelses of the 
ſoul : No, though they grow to averſati-| 
ons : for you may find ſuch men, when 
wearied with the purſuite of their ſins 
hating their cuſtomes, and the engage- 
ments to the praQtice of them : complay- 
ning thus, 1 know 'tis ill, and'tis againſt 
my heart, that Tobey the motions of my paſsions 
or luſts : 'The incitations of my appetite , the 
aſance of the world, the obligations of civility or 
mistaken honour do indeed prevaile upon me , 
but tis with great reluftancy of minde that 1 
yeild to them, but I cannot avoid it. There 
are not few that ſatisfie themielyes with 
this condition. Now ſure Chriſt does 
not ſay, Ne cannot be my friends except you 
fin againſt me and againſt your Knowledge , 
and your Conſcience too. "Tis ftrange that 
men ſhould think the Heathen inſtance 


'of a Witch that cryed 


—PVideo meliora, proboque, 
Deteriora ſequor — 
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[ know, and do approve of better things, | 
but cannot chooſe bur follow theſe that | 
are the worler : ſtrange, that this fury tha 
had the Devil for familiar, ſhould make 
Chrift a friend; that this ſhould be the 
ſtate of Goſpel Saints, and of God's favour» 
ites. 'Tis poſlible ſome therefore go 
yer further ro good purpoſes towards 
Obedience , and have holy intentions , but 
chis is not ſufficient neither, if to do his 
commands be neceſſary : for to purpsſe and 
intend to do them, is not certainly to do | 
them. Yet whereare any, that do aim 
at doing any more; and there is none 
of the(? but does preſume upon his inter. 
eſt in Chrift, and ſatisfies himſelf and is 
ſecure. 

Yet is ithardto find a ground of this 
their confidence, unleſs it riſe from the 
unhappy uſe they make of Gods preſer- 
ving mercies, and his kindneſs to them in 
the concernments ofthis life. They ſce 
wichout their cares, and upon very weak 
entreaties indeed againſt all provocati- 
ons both of God and danger, yet his 
protections ſecure them all, though they 

D neither 
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neither minde the asking them, nor 
minde the walking worthy of chem, The 
man whole ſins, not payers, prepare 
him for his bed, he ſleeps well; per- 
haps, more ſoundly then he who at- 
his bed-fide throws himſelf on his face 
into God's arms, and there bequeaths 
himſelfto the ſecurities of the Almighty: 
| And he, whoſe Sleeps onely refreſh him 
for returns to ſin, does often live as 
long, as ſafely, and as merrily, as he 
that dayly, moſt religiouſly does begg 
proteCtions from above. And others thar 
affoord the Lord ſome little homages,them- 
ſelves ſome prayers when their pleaſures or 
occaſions permir, God hath a care of them, 
and their deſires flew into them, all 


does ſucceed well with them. Now they 
take confidence hence to conclude, theſe 
are the tokens of Gods friendſhip , and all 
| bis mercies will come in at the like eaſie 
[rates that ſuch a ſhort petition as commit» 
ted them to the refreſhments of the night, 
and after which they wak't into rexewed 
ſtrengths and pleaſures, ſuch another 
hall lay them down in ſafety, to the 
| ſleeps | 
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will break in happy reſurretion: for 
why ! God will not ſure tail his own mer- 
cies, but be as friendly to their ſouls as 
he 15 to their bodies. 

And thus God's preſeryations here, in 
meer defiance of our provecations, which 
are the arts of his long ſuffering, his frivings 


of being reconciled to him,and to invite us 
co beſo, while we make them occaſions 
of careleſneſs and ſecurity, they are ſo far 
trom being pledges of his friendſhip, that 
they have ail the aggravations of affronted 
goodneſs, become temptations and degrees of 
ruin. "Twere fine indeed if Chriff's cter- 
nal preparations for his friends, would 
come in to us, without care or doingany } 


ſleeps of that long night, that afterwards | 


of Compaſsion, maeerly to give us opportunities | 


thing, as an acceſſion to, our pleaſures 3 it 
when we had lived many years in a Gar- 
den,our days all Flower'd with delight ; we | 
mightexpire intoParadiſe,and in loftaires | 
of Mufick breath incoHallelyjab's. But alas! 
the ſmooth eaſy Way leads down the Hill, 
and he muſt ſtrive and pant that will get up 
into the Manſions and the Boſom of his 


D 2 Saviour, | 
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| 


Saviour, and whoſocyer will be bis friend, 


mult do What he commands. 

But is there nothing leſs indeed will 
quality 2 The Scripture ſaith, that Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed to him for 
righteouſneſs, and he was called the friend of 
God, James ii. 23. and then, is Chriſt more 
inacceſible, and harder to be made a friend ? 

Why, truly God and Chriftdoth are ſo 
much friends to all erue believers, that the 
life of Chriſt was given for them) for,God 


ſo loved the world that he gave his onely begotten | 


Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting liſe. John 111. 16. 
nor are there any qualities more ſignally 
peculiar to friendſhip, more engaging 
then confidence and truſt, dependance-and re- | 
lying , emboſoming my ſelf in him : now 
theſe are bur the exerciſe of Faith ; and tis 
moſt cerrain if we heartilyendeavourto do 
what he commands, there is employment 
then forall this work of Faith, place for its 
applications and aſſurances. My Textdoes 
make this good. But when his friend- 
{hip 1s made oyer on conditions, as tis not 
onely in theſe words, but every where in 
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Scripturez (there being not one promiſe 


abſolute that does concern Gods favour, 


juſtification,” and "eternal life : he does nor 
once offer remiſſion of fins, but to thoſe 
that amend theirliyes; nay, does expreſs 
as if he could not give it otherwile, perad- 
venture they will repent that 1 may forgive 
them, Jeremy xxxv1. 3) The promiles there» 
fore being conditional, Faith muſt be an- 
{werable to the promiſes that ir does reſt 
on and-apply ; and at the'moſt, can be bur 
an aſſurance, that you ſhall be partaker of 


what's promiſed, thar is to ſay, partaker of 


the favour and the life of Chriſt, if ye do his 
commands, Burt then if I perform nar this 
condition, to truſt upon his friendſhi 

which Iam not qualified for 3 to think b' 

faith to receive a pardon, which inthat caſe [ 
am, was never offered me 3 to apply to my 
ſelf promiſes which were never made me, 
for none were ever made to them that do 
not do; and to aſſure my ſelf, Chriſt will 
rranſgreſs his everlaſtingCovenant for my 
Vices ſake, meerly to give me leave to en- 


joy my ſins 3 will do that which God may | 
20t do , forgive one that will not repent : If | 


} 


j 


{ 
| 
' 
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| believe thus againit promiſe, and againft 
decree, am confident whether Chriſt will or no, 
and will rely upon him in deſpite of bim, if 
ſuch a faich will make us friends, affronts 
do reconcile. This is indeed to lay violent 
hands on his favour, and to mvade his friend- 
ſhip, and without metaphor, take Heaven 
| by force. 
But ſure I am, that this is not the faith 
made Abraham be called the friend of God 
in thar place of Saint James, but a faith 
that was perfe&ed by doing, v, 22. of that 
Chapter, a faith that made him offer up 
his onely Son upon the Altar, v. 21. I 15crue, 
| be did in hope believe againſt all hype, Rom iv. 


a contradition , bur yet his reſolutions 
of obedience ſeem ſtronger chen his faith; 
for he did thateyen to the cutring off the 
grounds of all his Faith, and hope. He 
truſted God would maks his promiſe 

ood to him, make all the Nations of the 
Earth be bleſſed inthe ſeed of Iſaac; though 
Tſaac had no ſeed, nor could have, if he 
ſhould beſlain: And he reſolved at Gods 


make 


| 


| 


18. So that his faith was ſtronger then | 


| m—_— himſelf to ſlay that {aac, foto | 
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| does his commands, can bur expect whac 


{command and flay my Son, 1 make his 


ence will execute all char his indignation 


(23) 
make him haye no ſeed. His Faith in- 
deeddid not difpate thegrear im poſſibility, 
| but his obedience caxſed ir. He did nor | 
queſtion, how can God perform wich me | 
when 1 have offered up my ſon ? Icannort | 
look that a large Progeny ſhould rife out of 
tne Aſhes on the Altar; nor will thoſe | 
Flames that devour all my ſeed art once, | 
make my ſeed numerons, laſting, and: glori- | 
oks as the Stars in Heaven, which he © pro- | (a) 6m. x».5. | 
miled me : butmnch leſs did he queſti- | 
on, why ſhould I obey in this? He thar 


II On 


he hath promis'd : bur if 1 ſhould do this 


promiſe void, anddeſtroy my own expe- 
ations : and it I diſobey | can bur tut- 
| fer what he bids me do ; my own obedi- 
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would threaten tro my Difobedience. | 4, ce. x53. | 
| Though Abraham had? three dates time, | + 
and journy to the Altar, thar Nature might 
have leiſure the mean while to reaſon with | 
[che precept thus, and his affe&ion might 
ſtruggle with his duty; yet he goes on, rc- | 
ſolves to tear out his own bowels, and | 
Cut. | 


— 
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| 


cut of his hopes, will Sacrifice his onely 
Son, and Sacrifice God's promiſes to his com- 
mands. | 

And then, He that will truſt to Abra- 
ham's example of believing, yet will not 
follow him art all in doing , will obey no 
commands; that is ſo far from offering up 
an onely Son, he will nor ſlay an onely evil 
cuſtome, nor part with one out: of the herd 
of all his vicious babits ; will not give up 
the ſatisfa&tion to any of his carnal, world- 
ly or ambitious appetites3 not Sacrifice a paſ- 
fon or a luſt toall the Obligations, that God 
and Chriſt can urge him with, he hath, nor 
faith,nor friendſhip,no, nor fore-head. *'Tis 
true indeed, hetbat bath Abraham's faith, 
may well aſſure himſelf he ISChriſt's friend, 
but tis onely on this account, becauſe he 


that believes as Abraham believed, he will | 


not ſtick to do whatever Chriſt commands; 
which is that wniverſality of obedience, 
that is the next condition that entitles to 
Chriſt's friendſhip, and my laſt part. 

Ye are my friends if ye do whatſoever 1com- 
mand you. 

There is no quality ſo neceſſary to a 
friend, 
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friend, or ſo appropriate to friendſhip, as 


ſincerity. They that haye bur one ſoul, they 
can haye no reſerves from one another : 
But dilobedienceto one precept, is incon- 
fiſtenc with ſincerity , thac hath reſpe& 
k&nto all the commandments; and he that will 
not do whatever Chrift preſcribes, hath re- 
ſeryes of affe&tion for ſome darling fin, 
and is falſe to his Saviour. He is an e- 
nemy. indeed, ſo that there is no friend- 
ſhipon-cither fide. Saint Paul ſays fo 
of any ef one kind; the minding of the 
fleſh , ſaith he, whether it be providing 
for the belly, or any other of the organs 
of carnality, is deſperate, incurable. rebel- 
lion ® ; Now ſuch a Rebel, is, we know, 
the worlt of enemies. Saint James does 
ſay as much of any of thoſe vicious af- 


| fetions that are ſet on the world : Who- 


ſoever will be a friend of the world, -is an ene- 


| my of God. James iv. 4. and he calls them 


adultereſſes and adulterers, who think to 
joyn great ſtrict Religion to ſome little 
by-love of an honour, or a profit of this 
world ? Such men are like a wife , thar 
not contented with the partner of her 


E bed, 


— 


(a) Rom.viii, 
7. 
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bed, takes in another now and then, 
ſhe muſt not count her ſelf her husbands 
friend, though ſhe give him the greate#t| 
ſhare in her affections, no, ſhe is but a 
boſom enemy : and lo anyone vice allow'd 
is a paramour , ft1nis whoredome againſt | 
Chritt, and our pretended friendſhip to 
him in all other obedzences, is but the kind- 
neſs and the careſſes of an adultereſs, the 
meer bypocriſie and treachery of love. If it 
be neceſſary to the gainingot Chriſts friend- 

ip that thou do his commands, *tis neceflas | 
ry that thou dothem all , that thou divorce 
thy ſelf from thy beloved ſin, as well as 
any other : becauſe, his friendſhip does 
no.more require other obedience then it 
does that, but is as inconſiſtent with th 
own peculiar yice as with the reſt, Indeed 
it is impoſfiblethat ic ſhould bear with 
any, they being all his murderers, If 
thou canſt find one f{1n that had no hand 
in putting Chriſt todeath, one vice that did 
| not come into the garden, nor upon mount 
Calvary, that did not helpeto aſSaſsin thy 
Saviour, even take thy fill of that : but if 
each had aſtab athim, ifno one of thy 


' vices 
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| vices. could have been forgiven, had notthy 
Teſus died tor it, canſt thou expect he 
ſhould bave kindneſs for his agony , or 
friendſhip, for the man that entercaines his 
Crucifiers in his heart: if worldly cares 
which he calls © thorns, fill thy head with 
contrivances of Wealth and Greatneſs, 
of filling Coffers, and of platting Coro- 
nets for thee, as the Thorns did make him 
a © Crown too, would:{t thou have him 
receive thee and theſe in his bolom, to gore 
his Heart as they did pierce his Head? If 
thou delight in that iftemperance, which 
filled his deadly Cup , which Vomired 
Gall into it, can he dclightin thee? That 
© Cup which made him fall upon his Face 
to deprecate, will he partake in as the pledg 
of mutual Love? He that ſunk under; 
could not bear this load of thine, when it 
was in his Croſs upen his ſhoulders,will he 


fallſt under it2 When thou wilt caſt a 
ſhameful ſpewing on his glory too, it he own 
ſuch a friend ? Thou that art ſo familiar 
with his name,as thou wer't more his friend 
then any inthe world, whoſe Oaths and 
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bear it and thee on his armes, when thou | 
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(b) Mart. 
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38, 39- 


| 


| 


= Donn lenny ps 48-4 


RW 


Dn Coombs 3 
DEE 


br 2”- ;- 


G28) 


1 DW 273 


imprecations, Moſes {ayes © ſtrike through 
that name, which they ſo often call upon, 
thou mayſt as well think bis heart did art- 
tract the Spear that piercd it, and the 
wound cloſe upon its,head with unions 
of Love,as that he hath kindneſs for thee. 
If Chriſt may make friendſhip with him, 
that does allow himſelf a_ Sin, he may 
have fellowſhip with Belial : for him to 
dwell in any heart that cheriſheth a vice, 
were.to deſcend to Hell again, But as far 
as thoſe Regions of darkneſs are from his 
habication of Glory, and the black ſpirirs 
of that place from being any of his guard 
of holy myriadsz ſo far is He from dwelling 
with, or being friend to him, that is a friend 


ro. any wickedneſs, to him that will not do 
whatever he commands. 
And now if theſe conditions {cem 


| bard, if any do not care to be his friend! 


upon thele terms, they may betake them- 
ſelves to others. -Let ſuch make them- 
ſelves friends of the Mammon of unrighte- 
ouſneſs : A friend indeed that hath not ſo 


much of the inſincerities as many great ones 


have : for this will furniſh them with all 


that 


i 
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that heart or Inſt can wiſh for, all chat ne- 
ceſsities or wantonneſs propoleth to it (elf 
ro dreis out pmnp or vice: But yet when 
with enjoyment che affections grow, and 
become ſo unquier, work them lo, as nor 


them, quicken themſelves, and like the 
motions of all things that go down- 
wards tending to the Earth, increaſe 
by the continuance, grow ſtronger , 
and more violent towards the end, then 
| when they are moſt paflionate, it failes 
them:and having flld their life with moſt 
unſatisfied tormenting cares, it leaves 
them nothing bur the guilt of 'all : when 
their great wealth ſhall ſhrink into a ſin- 
gle ſheet , no more of it be left, but a 
thin ſhroud, and all their valt inherirances, 
bur ſix foot of earth, be gone, yer the inis 
quity of all will Rick cloſe tothem: and 
this falſe friend, that .does it ſelf forlake 
them, will neither go © along, ner will 
letits pomp follow them , raiſes a cry on them 
as high as Gods tribunal: thecryof all the 
blond, all the oppreſſed rights that bribe- 
ry till then had ſtifled, the groans of all 
| E 3 thole 


to [et their thoughts or actions relt, make 


(a) Pſal. xlix. 
17. 
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thoſe poor chat greatneſs, covetouſneſs, or ex- 
tortion had grown'd and cruſh't : the yel- 
lings of thole ſouls that were Starved for 7 
want of the bread of life, which yet they 1 
payed for , and the price of ic made thoſe 
heaps which will that day appear againſt 
their friends and maſters, and prove their 
adverſaries to eternal death. = 

Let others joy 1a friends that wine does 
getthem: ſuch as have no qualification to 
endear them, but this, that they will not 
refuſe to fix and to be ſick with their com- 
panions : menthat do onely drink in their 
affections, as tull of friendſhip as of liquor, 
and probably they do «nload themſelves 
of both at once, part with their dearneſs and 
their drink together, andalike, I know 
not whether it be heats of mutual kindneſs 
that inflame thele draughts, and the deſires 
of them ſo as if they did drink thirſt; but 
ſure I am,that theſe hot draughts begin the 
lake of fire, 

Let others pleaſe themſclyes in an afte- 
tion that carnality cements. Theſe are 
warme friendſhips I confeſs, but Solomon 
| 


will cell us whence they have their hear. Her ; 
houſe, 


UM 
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Brimſtone kindles thoſe libidinous flames. 
There are ftraite bands, fetters in thole 
affections indeed: for the ſame wiſe man 
layes, The cloſets of that finner are the cham- 
bers of death : that ®) none that go unto her re- 
turn again, or take hold of the paths of life; 
it ſeems ſhe is a friend that takes moſt ir- 
reverſible dead hold, the is not onely as inſa- 
tiate, but as imexorable as the grave, and 
the eternal chains of fate are in thoſe her 
embraces. But God keep ns from makiny 
{uch ſtri&t Covenants with death ; from be- 
ing at friendſhip with Hell; or in a word, 
that I ſay all ar once, with any that are 
good companions onely in finning. Such 
men having no virtue inthemltlyes, muſt 
needs hate it in others, as beinga reproach 
to them, and therefore they are {till be- 
fieging it, ufing all arts and Stratagems 
tro undermine it: and having nothing 
elſe to recommend them into mens affe- 
ctions, but their managery of vice, no way 


|to merit but by ſerving iniquity, they not 
onely comply with our own evill inclinati- | 


ons, that ſo they may be grateful, and in- 


ſinuate | 


houſe, ſaith he, does open into ® Hell, and 


(a) Prov, vii, 


?7, 


(b) Prov. 1, 


19, 
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| ſinuate into us, but they provoke too and 
inflame thoſe tendencies char they may be 
more uſeful ro us, having no other means 
| to work their ends. And then ſuch friends 
by che ſame reaton, muſt be falſe and tre- 
cherous, and all that-we declaime at, and ab. 
horre in enemies , when that ſhall be the 
way to ſerve their ends; becauſe they 
hayeno yirtue to engage them to be other- 
wiſe: and to be ſuch, is to be conſtantto 
their own -defigns, their diſpoſitions and 
uſances. Thele are the pets of all Soci- 
eties, they ſpeak and live infe&ion, and 
friendſhip with them is to couple-with the 
Plague, Theſe do compleat and perfe what 
the Devil but began in Eden 3 Nurle up 0- 
riginal fin, chafe inclination into appetite 
and habit, ſuggeſt and raiſe deſires, and | 
then feed them into conſtitution and nature : 
in a word, are a brood of thole ſerpexts, one 
of which was enoughto deſtroy paradiſe, 
and innocence. Tis true,a man would think 
theſe were our frierids indeed,that venture 
ro Gebenna for us : Alas they are but more 
familiar devils, work under Sathan co bring 
[as to torments , and differ nothing from 
| him, 


- 


| he infidts them. And when ſinful contents | 
| come home in ruine, and pleaſures dy 
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him, but that they draw #s into them, and 


| 


into damnation; then men will under- 
ſtand theſe treacherous loves . and find 
{uch friends are but proje&ours for the De- | 
vil; then they will hate chem as they do 
their own damnation, diſcerning theſe 
are but the Kindnefles of Hell. Nay, it is 
poſlible, I may ſlander thar place in ſpeak- 
ing ſoill of it, Dives will lec us ſee there 
are affections of a kinder and more bleſſed 
ſtrain in Hell Lake xvi. from the twenty- 
ſeventh yerſe; you find hedid maketruce 
with rorments,that he mighr contriveand 
begg onely a meflage of repentance for his 
brethren ; he did not mind at all his own 
direAgonies, he minded fo the reforma. 
tion of his friends. Good God! whenl 
refle& upon rheſe pieties of the davn'd to- 
gether with the praftices of thoſe who 
have given their names in roRel:gton, when 
| ſee fiends in Hell do ſtudy how to make 
men virtuous, and Chriftians upon earth 
with all their art debauch them into vice 
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and ruine ,I cannot chooſe but pray, Grant 
F me 
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me ſuch To ren as are in Hell. Rather grant 
us if the friendſhip in the Text. Butchen, 
we mult have none with any vice. Fricod- 
ſhip wich that engagech inco enmity with 
God and Chriſt 1 ſhew'd you. And to. 
| paſſe over all thoſe as: of 
| vengeance Chriſt hath ſtudied for his ene-- 
mies, when he, that now courts us to be 
our friend, and we will make our adver-- 
ſary, muſt be our Judge : For werethere 
n2ne of this,and ſhould we look no fur- 
ther then this life ; ; yer ſure, we of this. 
Nation know, whac it is to have God our 
enemy; who forſo many years, lay under 
| ſuch infliftions, as had much of the cha- 

| * _ [racer of his laF executions; they had the 
| | blaſphemies and the confuſion, the dire guilts, 
ſ and the black calamities, and almoſt the 
deſpair and irrecoverableneſs of thoſe in 
Fell, And though He be at peace with 
us at preſent, atleaſt. there is a truce ; | | 
yet [ beſeech you in. the preſence and 
the fear of God, to think in earneſt, 
whether the preſent provocations ot | 
this Nation do. not equall thoſe that 
twenty years agoe engaged him. into : L- 
Arms| 


—_ 
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Arms againſt us, and made him daſh 
us fo in pieces: whether thoſe Actions 
of the Clergy be reformed, that made the 
people to abhorre their funftion and their 
fervice , the Offerings and Miniſters of the 


| Lord, and made God himſelf (pew them 


out. *TIwere endleſs to goon to thepro- 
phaneneſs, to the looſe impietics and the bold 
Atheiſmes of the Laity, eſpecially of the 
better-ſort ; in ſhort what one degree, or 
fate or Sex 15s better? Sure am, if we are 
not better, we arc worſe beyond expreſli- 
on or recovery : who haye reliſted every 
method , and conquer'd all God's arts of 
doing good upon us, been too hard for 
| his judgments and his mercies both. 

*Tis true, when we lay gaſping under 
his {evere-reyenges, we then pretended co 
be humbled, begg'd to be reconciled and be 
at peace with him, and vowd to his con- 
ditions, promiſing obedience, and aliened 
our ſelyes from our old fans , his foes. 
But then, when Chriſt came to confirme this 
amity, came dreſt with all his courtſhips, 


brought all the invitations of Love along, 


Our Prince and our Religion, our Church 
| T 2 and 


—_— 


| 


—_— 


=> _ Sree af br ———— ® l b - 
—_——. . Sn en RET; , BE” 43% By, Way $$ ano: 
—_— — —— < SKI - Y - F F "$5. 4 .&E; > ban bm of % 
NT” oe es eG COS io on: I 


Ou CYST I oa er wn oe eouoa__— - 


— 


ww 


OOO ES 


(36) 


(a) 1 £0), x, 
23 


O_—_—_—— 


[ 
(] 
[ 


1 


and State, Righteouſneſs and Peace, and the 


Beauty of Holyneſs, every thing that might 
make us be an happy and a pious nation, 
thus he did tempr, and labour to engage 
that friendſhip witch we offered him and 
vowed to him: And weno ſooner 1eiz'd 
all this, but we break reſolutions as well 
as duty, to get looſe from him and laden 
with the ſpoyls of our defeated Saviour's 
goodaels, we joyne hands with his ene- 
mies, relume our old acquaintance-fins, 
enrich and fervethem with his bounties, 
make appear that we onely drew him in, 
to work {uch miracles, but to afhRt our 
Worldlynefſs, Ambitions and Lufts, to be our 
opportunities of vice, and provocation 
of him. And being thus affronted and 
refuſed, bis enemy preferrd, not this God 
but Barabbas, any the vileſt thing for 
friend, rather then Chriſt, muſt he not 


[needs be more our enemy then hereto- 
| fore And if he be, that queſtion will 


concerns us, © Are we ſtronger then God ? It 
ſhould behove us not to fall out with 


him till weare. See how he does prepare | 


! 


himſelf for the encounter. Wifedome. y. 


Taking 
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Taking his jealouſy for armour , putting on 
Tuſtice, levere and vindicative Juſtice, as a 
breaſt-plate3 and, his wrath ſharpening as 
a ſword, and, arming all the creatures for 
auxiliaries. Alais! when ommpotence does 
exprels ir ({c1t as ſcarcely, firong enough 
for execution, but Almightyneſs will be 
armed allo tor vengeance, wili aſſume 
Weapons , call in aides for fury, who ſhall 
ſtand ic ? Will our friends think you keep ir 
off us,and ſecure us ? did we conſider how 
uneaſy God accounts himiclt, till he begin 


Verſe 17 


19, 
20, 


the ſtorme, while he keeps off his plagues | 
from overrunning luch a land, we would | 
expet them every moment, and rhe 

muſt come, © Ah, {ays he, 1 will eaſe me 
of mine adverſaries,and avenge me of mine tne- 
mites ; and then, in what condition are we 
if God can have no eaſe but in our rue, | 
if he does hunger and thirſt after ir, go- 
to his veageance, as toafteaft. And it you 
reade the xxy. Chapter of Tſatah, you 

will find there a rich bill of fare, which 
his revenge upon his enemies does make, 
view the ſixth verſe; He that. enjoys his 
morſels,that lays out his contrivances,and | 
=— ſtudies | 
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| to his propoſitions and beſeechings ; for He 


G8 


cramm his Soul let him know "what de- 


light ſoc're he findes, when he bath ſpoil'd 


the elements of their inhabitants, to' fur- ! 


niſh his ewn belly, and not content wich 
natures delicacies neither, hath given them 


forcd fatneſſes,changing the very fleſh into 


a marrow, {uppling the bones almoſt into 
that oyle that they were made to keep 3 all 
this delight the Lord by his expreflions 
does ſeem to take in his dread executions 
on his enemies, a ſinful people. 

And-if the vicious friendſhips of the 
world have ſo much more attractive then 
Chrift's love and favour, and the happy 
conſequences of it, as to counterpoiſe all 
the danger of ſuch enmity, you may joyn 


hands with them : -bur if his be the later 


and more advantageous, then hearken 


does begg ic of you : as he treated this 
reconciliation in his blood, ſo he does in 
Petitions too. For faith Saint © Pal, 
We are Ambaſsadours for Chriſt, asif God 
did beſeech you by us , we pray you in Chrift's 
ftead, Be you reconciled, and then be 
; | Gene- 


— 


— 


ſtudies on his diſhes ſo as if he meant to | 


OR 


; 
| 


| 
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all initiated into. Heb.xii. 23. To an in- 
and to the ſpirits of Juſt men made perfe&t,and to 


Teſus the Mediatour of the new Covenant. &Cc. 


friends, that is, made one with Father, Son, 
and! . 


Go) 


Generous towards your. GOD - and 


Saviour, and having brought him as it | 
were upon his knees, reduc'd him to entrea- | 
ties, be friends, and condeſcend to him- and | 
your own happineſs. 1f He be for you, take ; 
no care then, who can be against you. His | | 
friendſhip will fecure you not onely 


frem your enemies but from Heſtility it 
ſelf; for, when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord | 
he will make even his enemies to be at peace | 
with him. Prov: xvi. 7. He will reconcile 
all but Vices. And afterwards {ce what | 
a bleſſed throng of friends, we ſhall be 


| 
numerable company of Angels, to the general | 


aſſembly, and Church of the firſt-born that are 
written in Heaven, to God the Judge of all, 


And of this bleſt Corona, we our ſelves | 
ſhall bea noble and a glorious part, infla. | 
med all with that mutual Love, that kin- 
dles Seraphims, and that ftreams out into | 
an heavenly glory, filling that Region of im. 


mortal love and bleſſedneſs ; and being 
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and Holy Ghoſt , that Trinity of Love, we 
{hall enjoy, what we do now delire to 4- 
[cribe ro them,, All Honour, Glory, Power, 
| Majeſty, and Dominion, for evermore. 


Amen. 
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